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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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* <■  . gfl&CkffBS  IN  DELAWARE  .&Zii ...  ; ; . 
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$l©  the  fine  work  of  purj  pHj-  plubs.  in  Delaware...  The  leaders,  State, 

•county,  and.  local , deserve  a^^r^act  .deal  of  credit  fo;r.  guiding  the  greatest,.. 
ojiigap  grown;  in,  Delaware— ourj boy^nnd  girls • . We  look  forward  to  becoming,, 
-batter, .acquainted  with  their-, wprk  through  the  exhibits  .and  publicity,  during,, 

^eeko  tjjj  r;.,;  ••  ....  hr , ij 

■ i~j  ■ ■ ■■  jo::'  07  J -%...  . bv  • ■ rdn 

n.r,a~  : .PLAltJQW;  FOR  GRAIN  STORAGE:  : . , • v..'  ,r- 

Plan- early -for  19$k  Storage  aS:4r\4jLcations  .now, are  for,  a large  carryover  ih,^ 
both/- wheat-  and  corn.  To  obta.in.  a, -price  support  -loan;.?,  proper  .storage  facpli^ 
-*tie^nvmnst  vb;e  .provided  and  ; the ....fin^L-,  nes pons ibility.Af or  .providing  or  .securing 
. adtOgaate;. storage  rests  with  the  .far: men*.  ,-fp  ••  . .:u~ 

• 'itt-ii-xov  vv ;•  vvC,£<;Cv  ' , . •'  .>■  w. vno 

Delaware  has  at  present  266*821  bushels  of  wheat*  171**306  bushels  of  corn, 
and  2*598  bushels  of  soybeans  und'&r -'boan  ;,r;e presenting  a total  loan  value  of 
*>906,023*56.  : 


-ur.r.  " . . . . / . . ..,  • ,...<v  ,.  ,•  ...  ..  . • ■■  r.rfj. 

• .; 0 :J  V; ' . EHTEREST  RATE  ON  *5^. PRICE  SUPPORT  LQAffS  . DROPS  TO  3|  PERCENT.  ■ . ' . 

Th©i^.a'tq  .of  interest  charged  producers,  and  others  on,. price  support  loans 'will 
. 3^  percent  per  year,  effective;  with . the  *1954  .pi*-icie  --support  loan  programp,*- 

• Id  on  „ ' . .-.•••<*  ta  . 'tvl  r.  ...  * v -X& 

,TMp -reduction  of  | of  1 patent  from  the  >4-pprcent  -rate  in  effect  for  loans- 
Qn-irl:953  crops  is  in  line  with,, th€  recent  trend-  of  .interest  rates  ;pn  shqrt-r:},  c. 
tern  .government  and.  .commercial  ,bprroy4ngs.:?,:.^  ;■  vitsJexh  L i - ; ■ ...  . r.  \r 

Lending  Agency  Agreements  for  1954  crop  loans,  covering  the  services  and  in- 
terest on  the  use  of  funds,  will  be  amended  later. 

* »•  * * * * ■■■,■•  , 

WHAT  CAN  W DO  WITH  DIVERTED  ACRES  ? 

dli  1 I.  - v’  C ; "L:\  liii’i'  !*.0  { 

Acreage  allotments  on  v^heat  and  corn  pose  the  serious  problem  of  what  to  do 
with  the  acres  which  are  diverted  from  those  crops  in  1 954« 

State  and  county  ASCT  people  got  together  with  Extension  and  SCS  staffs  and 
■the rotate  Forester. Vdn'Eebruary  18  to  discuss  practical  uses  to  which  this 
acreage  could  be  put3  The  Extension  Service  has  prepared  a valuable  pamphlet 
which  incorporates  many  of , the  . ideas  advanced  ,b.y;  the  pepunty  people  at  that 
meeting.,  A copy is  enclosed,  f o$ j-y ou£  ; information*  ^ County  committees  plan  on 
enclosing  copies  with  notices  of  •, corn  a&veage -allotments  , which  will  be  mailed 
in  all  counties  not  later  than ~ .y, ; 0^ 
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SECRETARY  BBNSON*S  ANNUAL  REPORT  TELLS  OF  ADJUSTMENTS  AW?  PROGRESS  ?N  1953 

In  his  first  annual  report  to  the  President,  Secretary  Benson  describes  1953  as 
a year  of  adjustments  to  put  production  more  in  line  with  demand , tp  halt 
decline  in  farm  prices,  and  to  develop  a soppd  permanent  economic  program  for 
agriculture.  The  report  points  out  that  farm  production  in  1953  was  larger  than 
markets  could  absorb  at  existing  prices.  Production  was  hk%  above  prewar  while 
the  national  population  had  increased  only  2h%»  Even  a considerable  increase 
in  per  capita  consumption  was  not  sufficient  to  avoid  large -gur  pluses  of  farm 
commodities.  Another  factor  discussed  in  the  report  as  helping  to  cause  the 
accumulation  of  surpluses  was  the  sharp  decline  in  exports  of  farm  products. 
Exports  in  the  1952*53  fiscal  year  fell  off  31%  from  the  previous  year.-  One  of 
the  thorniest  problems  mentioned  is  the  cost-price  squeeze  on  farmers , and  the 
decline  in  farm  prices  and  net  income.  An  example j a jtractor  which  could  have 
been  bought  with  800  bus.  of  corn  in  191*7,  cost  the  equivalent  of  1,300  bug. 
at  the  end  of  1952--or  2/3  more  in  £ years.  Prices  of  farm  commodities  generally 
leveled  off  in  1953  and  had  started  back  up  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  report 
attributes  strengthened  farm  prices  in  part  to  activities  by  the  Administration, 
These  included  full  utilization  of  price  support  programs,  increase  in  grain 
storage  facilities,  emergency  loans  on  wheat,  emergency  assistance  to.,  farmers  in 
drought  areas,  and  a special  program  on  beef  cattle.,  which . took  more  than  850,000 
head  of  cattle  off  the  market  through  purchases.  The  report  compares  price  sup- 
port operations  for  the  1952  and  1953  fiscal  years.  On  June  30>  1953#  price- 
support  investment  of  the  CCC  (loans  plus  inventories)  totalled  ^3, 1*76,000 ,000 
compared  with  $1,1*37 ,000,000  a year  earlier,  - , ..... 

. . _ ( " . . v . . . - • - . 

DAIRY  PRICE  SUPPORTS  LOWERED  V '\  -J 

The  USDA  has  announced  a support  price  of  3«11*  per  hundredweight  for  manu- 
facturing milk  testing  3*95  percent  butterfat  and  $6  cents  per  pound  for  butter- 
fat,  amounting  to  75  percent  of  parity  for  the  year  starting  April  1,  1951i* 

This  compares  with  90  percent  of  parity  for  the  year  ending  March  31 , 1951** 
Support  level  for  manufacturing  milk  will  be  35  oents  per  cwt.  below  last  year 
and  about  g.  cents  a pound  less  for  butterfat.  This  was  necessary  because  of  an 
increase  of  about  6g-  billion  pounds  over  last  year.  A good  way  to  combat  this 
surplus  would  be  for  the  dairymen  to  try  to  use  more  milk  and  butter  themselves . 
Of  course,  if  our  full  dietary  needs  were  met,  there  would  be  no  surplus  of  milk 
and  dairy  products. 
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FOR.  THE  DELAWARE  AS G STATE  - COMMITTEE 
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Paul  W • Mitchell , Chairman 
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